Approved For Release 2004/10/28 


CIA-RDP80R0 


!720R0Qfl50?5&i 


16-5 


memorandum 

SUBJECT: Th. "S^" A.pact. of Bombing 

*° “* On whether or ^t M *w h or, «r and hence 

••rlea o l strike*. The military a\ ,orise *“7 Particular strike or 

rtrik. or .trike .art.. wi \l o^TrTvZT"’ *“ * P»"*«Ur 

eapabilltie,. The political dimen.ion involve, thT V*?'!* 1 ' ° r Uc,lciJ 
•trike or attack pattern on the enemy** will or ? W *** 1 ° f * pirtlcular 
tione which, la turn, affect his *trate»i<- a * . n li# politicaI calcula- 
he of great military value but little imm . Ulon ** A * fy «» attack may 
Conversely, an attack or .*£<: k C °^^e. 7 

niUcanee can hava coneiderabl. political impact! t,tle m “ iUry »*t- 

b f nW =* *® «>« qnaation of 

o/ hitting aalact.d targ.t. J^..n £ /mu *“ P "‘ ,cul * r 

»or. general i.eue of ov.rail CbtVpoHc? tm, P *” 1Uli “ d *• 

to H^o? P “ g ‘ at le r 4nitiai1 ^ 

talk. a. a new front of revolutionary strugale morlt/*® * the Pari * 
finding * compromise solution with which^rh tl ***** * Vehicle for 

£?“V* “•*»«**«• are aLed e^bU f“ ^ 

international, particularly nc • , * aouDIe audience: 

in and oat of government/ In^Urfng°to fte lilt* Vi *? nam '«* both 
Hanoi hope, to be able to , ‘"tarnational/US gallery, 

tar peace and opposition to the war in «* c «®ce or fusion of hopes 
political preiiurae on *‘ U *“«*« 

V*** ln playing to the South Vietnamese Heni/kl* ,h ' US Gov ' r »ment'« 
fact hilateral US/DRV talks in tu* * °* hop ** to ba to use 
south Vietnam... n.rvou.n... ^ °* *>*«<* *i*«pr.ad 

political pressure on the South Vietnam® * ** ** added aiern « n t of 

UUx Viotnameee governmental structure. 


Approved For Release 2004/10/28 : CIA-RDP80R01720R0005001 0001 6-5 



Approved/or Release 2004/10/28 ;-CIA-RDP8dRl 


20R0005001 0001 6-5 


4. Hanoi's play of its negotiating hand has, so far, been obdurate. 
Hanoi is insisting on a total ("unconditional") cessation of US bombing and 
"all other acts of war" (including reconnaissance} without any element of 
promised reciprocity on the part of the North Vietnamese. Hanoi almost 
certainly now calculates that if it stonewalls long enough the political 
pressure on the US Government will eventually reach the point where it 
will be forced to make some substantive concessions, to be "forthcoming" 
in order to get the talks moving and avoid the obloquy of being held 
responsible for their failure or rupture, Hanoi also is well aware that 
any such unrequited US concessions would send spasms of concern through- 
out South Vietnam. 

5. Hanoi's current political calculations and, hence, the way it is 
playing its negotiating hand, are probably heavily influenced by an addi- 
tional judgment: that the process of partial de-escalation initiated by 
and enunciated in President Johnson's 31 March speech is, for practical 
political purposes, virtually irreversible. 

b. The above consideration# bear directly on the political dimension 
of the bombing issue. A generalised resumption of bombing over all of 
North Vietnam would almost certainly confound Hanoi's political calcula- 
tions, but would obviously also have considerable political fall out inter- 
nationally and within the US. Even a generalised resumption of continuing 
attacks between the 19th and 20th parallel would now probably produce a 
diluted variant of essentially the same political result. Selected attacks 
or concentrated attack series on specific targets between the 19th and 20th 
parallels — q.g. Bai Thuong Airfield — would probably have a rather 
different effect. If the attacks were concentrated on specific targets 
whose current use made it clear that Hanoi was not matching US restraint 
and if the attacks were surgical rather than generalised, Hanoi would 
probably find itself forced to review the bidding on the irreversibility 
of US de-escalation and on its assessment of the political constraints under 
which Washington felt itself to be operating. Such a bidding review could 
materially influence the subsequent play of Hanoi's negotiating hand in Paris. 
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